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TH E OLD FRONTIER 

John F. Kennedy, the new Presiden t of the United States, has outlined 
a program which he calls The ew Frontier. This New Frontier implies 
certain things among which is a spi rit of human endeavor that wil lingly 
seek to overcome difficulties in order to attain new achievement~ 
wthin the framework of a huma nitarian and democratic society. This is 
ac tually the same spi rit th at has always animated the American people 
and enabled them to build a rich and varied heritage from a land of 
wilderness. Our natio nal progress did not just emerge. The radical technic­
al innovations which have transformed American civilization in the 
twentieth century are the results of a myriad of human dramas enacted 
aga in and aga in in our country for more than 400 years. It is trite but 
true that we are but the product of our own heritage, of our own parenta l 
way of life, of the culture that existed here before our own birth. We 
have grown to greatnes as a nation because of the loyal and zea lous 
manner in which our forefathers pursued the frontier sp irit- that 
spirit of pioneering which preferred danger to safety, experimentation 
to conformity and freedom to security. 

This was the spirit of the Old Frontier. That frontier is now gone 
and almost forgotten but the American spirit yet prevail3 inspite of 
insidious forces that try to corrode and dissolve it. It is the purpose of the 
Gilcrease Institute to preserve and study the distinctly American aspects 
of our frontier culture. Much of the lnstitute's c.ollection was created in 
that very period as a part of the vital pulse of the frontier spirit. The 
paintings, books, manuscripts and artifacts thus not only form a physical 
link with our past but are also the most inimitable expression of the 
spirit of that past. There is much to learn from this precious legacy and 
much to enjoy in the visual evidences that remain of a simpler and 
more homely way of li fe. 

The American Scene, A Gilcrease Quarterly, endeavors to contribute 
to an understanding of the American heritage by publicizing the acti­
vities and holdings of the Gilcrease Institute. In doing so it believes that 
the American Spirit can continue strong only to the extent that the 
American people appreciate and are devoted to the pioneering spirit 
of the Old Frontier. 
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BOUND FOR OKLAHOMA 

The Frontier Dream of a Navigational Arkansas River will soon become a reality . 

By Glen R. Ames. 

When Oklahoma entered the Union in 1907 Muskogee 
was a thriving city of more tha n 14,000 population . It 
had been founded in 1872 when the Kansas, Missouri and 
Texas Railroad was constructed through Oklahoma along 
a route closely para lleling the old Texas Road . But even 
in 1872 the region around Muskogee had long been a 
center of commercial, military and government activity . 
The first trader is sa id to have settled here in 1806 and 
before the Civil War river boats regularly made their way 
to Fort Gibson with freight and passengers. 

The real expansion and growth of the city came however 
after the turn of the century when Charles N . H aske ll 
moved there from Ohio to spearhead a development pro­
gram that turned the little town into a bustling city. His 
promotions led to the construction of a fine modern 
hotel , of the Midland Valley Railroad , the interurban line 
from Fort Gibson to Muskogee and other businesses. An 
oil pool was discovered within the city limits and the 
Pioneer Oil a nd Gas Co. drilled the first well in October 
of 1903 and by 1905 Charles Madison had organized the 
Muskogee Oil a nd Refining Co. to build a refinery. Busi­
ness was good , bond issues for civic improvements were 
passed easily and real estate sales flourished . 

ow one of the things which was pretty evident to the 
to the alert and able business men of Muskogee was the 
fact that the Arkansas River was no longer being utilized 
to its navigational advantage. It was indeed river trans­
portation that had made this Three Forks region the hub 
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of Eastern Oklahoma and the supply depot for the military 
operations of Texas and the southwestern frontier for 
many year.s. Why not put it to use again? True there was 
the rai lroad, but then there was the high railroad rate too. 
Thinking along these lines, seven prominent Muskogee 
business men were inspired to raise a fund of $3,000 for 
the purchase of a little steamboat at Ft. Smith called the 
Mary 0 . These men organized the Arkansas Navigation 
Company and put the Ma ry D into service plying the 
river between Ft. Smith and Muskogee. 

By comparing the freight rates on merchandise brought 
up the river on the Mary D and similar loads that ar­
rived by train it was discovered that the goods could be 
delivered in Muskogee by boat for about half the rail­
road cost. This set the men to thinking and being good 
business men they decided to do something abo ut it. The 
Muskogee Commercial Club published a study entitled 
"Commercial Value of the Arkansas River Im provement" 
by Theodore Gulick. Then A . C. Trumbo and John R. 
Dudding were authorized by the club to go to Jefferson­
ville, Indiana, and enter into a contract for the construc­
tion of a large s teamboat that would engage in the river­
boat business on a grander cale. 

A steamboat 125 feet long with a 25 foot beam and a 
draft of three and a half feet wa now constructed at cost 
of $15 ,000 and named the City of Muskogee. On July 
2nd a group of Mu kogee boo ter went aboard and it 
made its maiden voyage down the Ohio and Mississippi 
and up the Arkansas Rivers. When the City of Muskogee 



a rri ved at Muskogee July 18th. a large banner with the 
words BOUND FOR OKLA HOMA hung from it s upper 
deck. Blar ing bands and a la rge crowd in festive mood 
were on hand to watch it dock . On this trip it had carried 
a cargo of 4 1 to ns of na ils and barbed wire. Commercial 
navigation on the Arkansa was a fac t! 

But no t fo r long! The City of Muskogee made on ly one 
other long trip and then limited its travel to as far a Ft. 
Smith. Some four yea rs la ter eve n those irregular runs 
were ended. The difficulties of th e ri ver proved too much 
for the boat and it was transferred to th e White Ri ver 
where ended its days a a grave l barge. 

Yet th e experiment wa not a failure; nei ther for the 
people of th at day nor for u:: today. The placing of th e 
C ity of Muskogee into ac tu a l operation on th e Arkansas 
caused the ra ilroad company to lower its freight rates 
substan tia ll y. The Arkansas avigation Company did 
prove th at river naviga tio n was pos ible, that it could be 
econom ica ll y feasible and a tt rac ti ve, and that there we re 
o nl y certain engineerin g problems which preve nted the 
dream from becoming a fac t. 

Nothing more was done in behalf of commercial trave l 
on the Arkansa until about thirt y yea rs ago. Then the 
idea of making the river truly navigab le began to be 
considered. At first it received little encourage ment but un ­
der the leadershjp of such men as ewton Graham, P. H . 
Stephen , John Dunbn and Gary Vandeve r the idea caught 
on and a feasibility stud y was made. The report was 
gratifying and the formation of the Arkansas Basi n 
Development Association followed . 

After the Arka nsas Ri ver leaves Kansas conditions are 
favorab le for navigatio n provided three engi neeri ng feats 
could be accompli shed . The first was the construction of 
reservoirs to permit a steady and ample supply of water , 
the second wa the construction of locks to ra ise the loads 
to the proper elevation level and the third was the con !ruc­
tion of jettie and revetment to control the vagaries of the 
channel of the old and meandering stream. The Assoc ia­
tion, compo ed of leading bu ines men. civic and legisla­
tor or leaders of Arkansa , Oklahoma and Kansas, publiciz­
ed the program and its goals. It made tec hnical studi es and 
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in genera l undertook such actions th at would overcome the 
obstacles and estab li hed the financing req uired to get 
the projec t under way. It was of course a long range pro­
gram rquiring vision and fait h on the part of the peo ple 
ac ti ve ly concerned with it. The progra m has now moved 
forward by the construction of reservoirs and locks to the 
point where there is now a good po ibility tha t Catoosa. 
fifteen miles from Tul a. will be a navigation port by 1970. 

This will be the rea liza tion of the lo ng time dream of 
c itizens of OkJahoma. Kansas and Arkansas. It provides 
the mea n for unlimited industri a l growth for Tulsa a nd 
the entire Arkansas Valley. But commercial adva ntages are 
not the only va lues offered by the Arkansas Basin Develop­
ment Program. In add ition great va lues will be achi eved 
by flood control , water power, improved soil conservati on 
conditio ns and by recrea ti o na l oppo rtuniti es for everyone. 
Indeed the value of this la tter service is now recognized as 
a very impo rtant reason for the program. Grand Lake, Ft. 
Gibson Lake and Seq uoyah State Pa rk are only three 
examples of how thi project has a lready give n Oklahoma 
recreational benefits not prev iou ly known to us . The 
many beautifuJ resort a lready developed indicate some­
thin g of what is yet to come. 

The vision of the Muskogee citizens of an ea rli er day 
was a clearsighted one but the engi nee ring requirements 
were too tremendou for the economic resources of those 
times. Today however we have those resources and we a re 
mak ing use of them in such a manner th at the time will 
come when the frontier dream of a navigable river will be­
come a rea lity . Such legislative leaders as Senator Bob 
Kerr and Mike Monroney and Representa tives Page 
Belcher, Ed Edmondson, K arl Albert a nd Tom Steed to­
gether with the ea rlier work of Senator Elmer Thomas 
and Representative Wesley Disney a re to be honored and 
remembered for the in va luable work they have done in be­
ha lf of thi s project. The Gilcrea e Institute sa lutes the 
pioneers in his project and a ll the people now engaged 
in this great effort to get the project completed. If the 
Muskogeans of a previous generation could look down 
upon us now they wou ld see that rive r commerce is Bound 
for Ok lahoma after all! 

QUA AH PARKER 

By H. H. Cross 

The Special Exhibit at the Gilcrease Mus '.! um fo r April 13 
to M ay 16 fea tures the India n portraits of H . H. Cro <.These 
colorful paintings of noted western Indi ans have always 
proven popular and a selection from the la rge Cross Collec­
tio n owned by the lnstitute is now presented in its first H . H . 
Cross show. H enry H . Cross wa born in 1837 and died in 
1918. He traveled o n the western frontier and some of the 
portraits were done from life. However many were com­
missioned by Thomas Walker, a Minnesota lumberman, afte r 
1900. Four of the portraits whi ch a re reprsentative of the 
more than 200 th at he painted are illustrated here . 

Walks-in-Sleep- was a Navajo scout with federal troops in the 
Geronimo campaign . 

Osage Chief- The Osages are of the Siouon family and lived 
in M issouri before being moved to northeastern O klahoma 
where they still reside in the beautiful Osage Hills near Tulsa . 

Lone Wolf- played a key role in the last efforts of the Kiowas 
to remain free of reservation life. He signed the Medicine Lodge 
Treaty of 1867 and died near Fort Sill in 1879. 

Quanah Parker- a stalwart leader of the Comanches who was 
born of a white mother, Cynthia Ann Porker, and a Kwahad i 
Comanche father, Nocona. In later years he become a rancher 
and helped his people adjus t to the white man's way . 
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RUNNING BUFFALO 
Although the mounted hunt was a sportsman's 

dream, it was a necessity of life for the Plains Indians. 

By Charles Proctor 

Romantic figures a bound in western hi tory, in fact, 
the whole concept of the settlement of the western fron­
tier has become so bound up wi th ymbols of excitement 
and adventure th at it is ometimes difficult to separate the 
dream from the reality. One of the symbols that recurs 
most consistently is the Plai n Jndi an warrior-he stands 
for a kind of personal independence a nd ga udy bravado 
that most of us envy but cannot ex perienc.e in our own 
society. The Plains Jndi an appea ls to the con temporary 
mind for many reason . Among the most important is the 
fact that he "made his living" in an incredibly dashing man­
ner. Practica lly every w hite man who tried it described 
running buffalo as the ultima te in heer physica l excite­
ment-thi is what the man of the Pla ins did to provide 
for his family. "Bringing home the bacon" was the same 
necessity it is in any society, but the manner in which it 
wa done had no element of routine or boredom. 

Archeology shows that there were buffalo hunters on 
the Plains long before the a rriva l of the first European. 
When Coronado traveled across the Southern Plai ns in 
1541 he found groups of Indians who subsisted mainly 
on the buffalo, but with a major difference from their 
descendants, for these were horsele s Indians. Although 
they were nomad they were relatively immobile because 
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they were limited to wa lking distances and to loads of 
baggage they or thei r dogs could carry. Their buffalo hunt­
ing was done ei ther by individuals stalking ani mal on the 
fringes of the herd, or by well orga nized drive where the 
ani mals were driven into a corra l or over a cliff by the 
concerted effort of the men of the tribe. Although many 
ani mals must have been taken when o ne of these drives 
wa succes fuJ , it is obvio us that it would require a grea t 
deal of hard work and planning plus some very good luck 
to make one work properly. The early hunter probably 
had a feast or fa mine exi tence . 

It was a n inadvertent gift of the Spaniard tha t changed 
the hunting pattern on the Plains. Jn fact, the acquisition 
of the horse by the Jnd ians revolutionized their whole 
way of life. Someti me shortly after the year 1600 horses 
became ava il able to the Jndi ans in the Santa Fe region 
and by the 1650' some of the tribes of the Southern 
Pla ins had become true horse nomads. The horse and the 
changing pa ttern of life that went with it diffused north­
ward so th a t by the early 1700' the Plains were occupied 
by the highly mobile buffa lo hunting tribes th a t we now 
tend to think of a the typica l American Indian. 

So far as buffalo hunting i concerned, the horse ob­
vious ly made a great difference even to the people who 
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had a lways been hunters. The bands could now range 
much furt her and move faster, they cou ld transport large 
portions of meat, and most important they could pursue 
the herds rather th an hoping the herds wou ld come nea r 
their impounding area . In actual practice, early horse­
hunting techniques had overtones of the o lder methods 
in th a t the idea of the surround wa still u ed. The hunt 
of this sort was a communal operation. Scouts were sent 
out to loca te a likely herd and as soon as they reported . 
the band was placed under the eq ui valent of martial law. 
The men of the milit ary fraternities assumed absolute 
control. They were empowered to _everely punish those 
who broke the hunting regul ations, particularly tho e who 
frightened the herd by individual hunting before the sur­
round ignal wa given . A respected a nd experienced man 
was chosen a leader. 

The hunters left camp before dawn and frequently 
camp was broken shortly after and moved in the direction 
of th e proposed surround. The hunters moved as a group 
toward the herd being carefu l to ta y downwind from 
them. As they approached the buffalo, the men pread 
into a line which gradually ex tended itself until the herd 
was su rrounded except for the downwind side. When the 
leade r felt he was as close a was po ible without disturb­
ing the herd he would give the signa l. The hunters would 
ride ahead, those on the end of the line making a par­
ticular effort to close the gap of the ha lf moon into a 
circ le . Jf this ma nuveur was s uccessful the hunter would 
be riding around the herd in a ring which had the effect 
of maki ng the buffalo run in an ever tightening circle. 
The hunters wou ld close in and kill the an imals on the out­
side. Sometime as the ring ti gh tened the herd would be­
come so confused it would stop running a ltogether, which 
wo uld mean the slaughter would be tota l. Usually a few 
ani mals would manage to break through the line, but even 
so, this was a method that insured a large percentage of 
animals killed . Also the meat was apt to be in good condi­
tion as a long run rai ed the body temperature of the ani ­
mals to the point that the meat was apt to spoi l quickly. 

The idea of the surround on -horseback was an obvious 
holdover from the days when the tribes did their hunting 
on foot. It was an idea th at gradually went out of fashion 
as the pattern of life on th e Plains changed to more and 
more reflect the importance of the horse. The technique 
of hunting mo t popular after the l 830's wa the .s traight­
away chase. Like the surround , the chase could be made by 
a large number of men under strict leadership with a def­
inite plan. On the other hand the chase could a lso be en­
gaged in by an individual or small number of men . Jf the 
chase was a large group effort the beginnings were very 
much like the surround except that the leader's responsi­
bilities were s impl y to get the men a near to the herd as 
p:lssible and prevent any individua l from getting the jump 
on the o thers. After the beginning signa l was given any 
rea l orga nizatio n ended , for in the chase the hunters were 
on thei r own. The herd si mply ran , usua lly in a fai rl y 
straight line and the hunters rode a long side singling out 
and killing the an ima ls they wan ted. Jn this si tu ation the 
hunt never slowed down . The hunter and hunted traveled 
at breakneck speed until the horses could go no more. 
Each individual would choose his an imal, fire until it 
dropped and then move on to the next. Except for a short 
season in ea rl y summer when the bulls were prime. cows 
were by far the most desirab le as a rnurce of meat. Cows 
were faster runners th an the larger bulls and for thi s 
reason were usually in the front of a running herd. A hunt­
er who had confidence in the speed and stamina of his 
horse would take the gamble of catching and passing the 
body of the herd in order to reac h these prime targets, 
those with slower horses would shoot what they could 
catch . An outstanding marksman on a good horse might 
kill as many as five animals, but the avera~e kill wa one 
or two. 

The chase had certain advantage over the surround 
in th at it could be engaged in by any number of men, it 
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was less dangerous for th e hunter, and it was easier for 
a hunter to get a good shot at the particular animal he 
wanted. Another, and perhaps more important reason for 
the shift to the cha e was that it was more compatible with 
the developing cultu re pattern of the Plai ns. Although it 
might have been less efficien t, th e chase gave the individ­
ual warrior an opportunit y to di.s play his skill and courage 
- it conformed to hi s notion of the honorable way to hunt. 

In eit her kind of hunt . the principle weapon was the 
bow and arrow until the adven t o f the breech-loading rifle 
in the 1870-s. A small minority of hunters preferred to use 
a stout, meta l pointed lance which they wielded with short 
bu t powerful overh and strokes. It ~ eem possible th at the 
fire power of a rifle would have had a certain appea l for 
the buffalo hunter, but the problem of reload ing a muzzle­
loader while riding at top speed in the midst of a herd 
apparent ly cancelled f: ny advantage. ome few whi te 
hunters a re known to h:ive used gu ns effectively , but for 
the Indians their hort , springy bow and a quiver of 
twenty to thirty metal tipped arrows could not be effective­
ly replaced. The Jndi an could fire very rapidly without 
greatl y changing his po ition on hi s horse or removing 
his a ttention from the prey, and si nce a buffa lo was 
~eldom killed with the fir t shot, the speed wi th whic h the 
second or even third could be gotten off wa important. 
At the point blank ra nge from which the hunter worked 
the bow was entire ly adequate in terms of accuracy a nd 
power. The fact that a rrows were occasional ly driven 
entirely through an animal would attest to sufficient 
veloc.ity. The fact tha t the arrow killed a t a ll would at­
test to the acc uracy. A buffa lo was an extremely difficult 
an ima l to kill , and a shot had to be well placed to be fa ta l. 
Accounts differ as to where the exact oot of ai m was; 
some say behind the shoulder, and others- say between the 
last rib and the hip bone with the a rrow traveling down 
and forward , but a ll agree th at the spot was small and th at 
the buffalo could survive a tremendous number of 
woun ds th at did not strike the fa tal zone. 

The highe t com.p,µment that anyo ne could pay to a 
hunter' marksmanship was to ay that he could kill buf­
fa lo from any kind of horse, because in the last ana lysis 
the horse he rode to a very grea t ex tent determined the 
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hunter's. success . Eac h man had a favo rite hu nting horse 
which was his prize possession. Th is fac t was so outsta nd­
ing th at one o ld Comanche man in remi ni sci ng about 
the days of the buffalo once revea led th at he fe lt many 
men rea ll y loved their favori te horse more th an th ei r wives 
o r child ren. Fortunately , there were probab ly few times 
when th is was actua ll y put to the test , a l t h o~..1gh it is true 
that many of th ese horses were considerab ly more pamp­
ered than the average wife. A man began th e tra in ing of 
his horse when it was about four years old. It had to meet 
a rigid set of specifications in order to be considered fo r 
th is trai ning. The horse had to be able to mai nt ai n high 
speeds over a d istance of severa l miles, learn to respond 
instan tl y to commands and ac.t on its own in iti a ti ve, be 
very agile and sure-footed, and not fear buffa lo. The horse 
to be trai ned woul d be chosen on the bas is of its s.peed 
and agi lity, but some never overcame their inn a te fea r of 
these grea t animals and had to be rejected as hunters. The 
goa l was to tra in the horse so th at it could mo re or less 
act on its ow n durin g the chase. At th e begi nn ing of the 
run the rider would guide his horse to the animal he 
wa nted. Once he was a long side, the horse had to mainta in 
the hunter in a good shooting position with a m inimum of 
in. tructi ons, leaving the hunter free to concent ra te o n his 
shooting. When he heard the twa ng of the str ing the horse 
had to be prepared to swerve if the buffa lo turned to 
c harge when wounded, but at the same time get quickl y 
back into position if ano ther sho t was necessa ry o r po <i­
ble. A good horse responded to a sli ght shift of body 
we ight o r pressure of knees on the pa rt of the rid er. but 
th e qua lity th at woul d make an outstand ing bu ffa lo horse 
would be la rge ly inherent. 

During the hort, cruc ia l per iod of the chase the life of 
the ow ner as well as hi s reputa tio n as a hunter depended 
o n his hors.e. lt is sma ll wo nder that an lndian man col' ld 
fee l very sentimenta l about a good huntin g ho rse. There 

HUNG RY MOON 

Frede ric Remi ngton 
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is an exce llent para lle l fo r th is in our own so:: iety. The cow 
pony, like the buffa lo horse, was a very hi ghl y trai ned 
and carefull y se lected animal th at to a la rge extent de­
te rm ined the success o r fa ilure of his rider's ac ti vi ties. 
Litera tu re is full of the cowboy's tr ibu tes to hi s fai th fu l 
ha rse. 

Even wi th the best mount buffa lo hu ntin g was an in­
c redib ly da ngero us occupation. The most su re-footed 
hunter was apt to stumble in a rough spot or prai r ie dog 
ha le, and a ma n who we nt down, even if he survived the 
fal l,. was in da nger of being tra mpled by the herd that 
fol lowed hi m. Although we tend to th ink of it as an un­
gain ly anima l, a buffalo , part ic ul arly a wounded one, was 
capab le of some very swift and powerful movements. Con­
temporary accounts contai n ma ny descr iptions of poor ly 
t rai ned o r unl ucky horses tha t we re caught and gored by a 
swervi ng buffa lo, the horse and rider bei ng thrown into 
the ai r and then pe rh aps a ttacked agai n as they law on the 
groun d. From the ti me he sta rted chasing the ca lves tha t 
brought up the rea r of the herd when he was ten or twelve 
yea rs old , the India n hunter was constantl y remind ed of 
the danger inh erent in his means of live lihood . 

The pe riod of the moun ted buffa lo hunt was a com­
parati ve ly short o ne to have achieved such an important 
place in the hi story of the weste rn fro ntier. Primarily as 
a result of the acti vi ti es of the white hide hunter:! the 
buffa lo were completely destroyed by 1880. The tr ibes, 
which in many cases had never been defeated in battl e, 
were defeated by hun ger. Without the buffa lo the Pla ins 
Indian's way of li fe was gone. The di shea rtened bands 
th at straggled into the reservati ons signa led the end of a 
singular pa rt of the American ex perie nce . In 150 yea rs a 
culture based on a un ique use of the horse and bu ffa lo 
sprang up, fl ouri shed, and then almost overni ght passed 
away. With it pass.ed one of the most exciting fi gures of 
our Western Frontier- the mounted b uffa lo hunte r. 

I e 

.. 

By Bruce Wea r 

An unusual painting by the noted western artist, 
Charles Russe ll , was recently fo und in the crowded 
storage a rea of the Gilcrease M useum. It was unknown to 
the staff and th erefore not inc luded in the Russell cata log 
of 1960. Furthe rmore it happens to be the earliest work of 
the fa med pa inter in the Gilcrease Russell Collection. It 
was done in 1884 when Russell was twe nty years o ld and 
about fo ur years after he fi rst arri ved in Monta na from 
his home in St. Louis. 

The unique na ture of th is pai ntin g is that it was done 
in oil on a composition fru it bow l. The meas urement in 
di ameter is fif teen and a half inches. The picture, repro­
duced above for the fi rst time, is a scene in th e mountai ns 
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of Montana showing in the fo regro und a stately lead elk in 
a pool amid the trees and a few of the herd are seen in th e 
d istance. The colors a re dark as befits such a scene in the 
deep fo rests of the R ockies. Jt clearl y re fl ects youn g Rus­
se ll's intense Jove fo r nature and animal li fe. Russ.e ll fre­
quently pa inted similar views of western animals in the ir 
habitat. 

This redi scovered Russe ll ent itled THE LEAD ELK 
came to the G ilcrease Co llection by way of the Na ncy 
Russell Estate. It was purchased by Mr. G ilcrease d irec tl y 
fro m the estate. 1t is in a gold fra me and makes a splendid 
addition to the outstanding Charles Russe ll Co llect ion 
of th e G il c rease lnstitu te's D epartment of Art. 



Guest Editorial 

Building Expansion Program Urgent 
Tulsa· fu ture greatness wi ll be 

measured by its cultural development. 
Certain ly the Thomas Gilcrease In ­
stitute of American H istory and Art 
plays a pre-eminent role in this sp here. 
In tryin g to meet the most urgent. im­
mediate needs of the Gilcrease In­
stitute. adeq uate space to display th e 
great collection of American History 
and Art and expansion of our museu m 
faci lities becomes an urgent necessity. 
Our museum .~erves as a reservoir of 
Americana and a treasure house of 
Indian a nd Western history and ar t. 
It s influence is being fe lt increasing­
ly in this country and elsewhere. Life 
m agazine, American H eritage Maga­
z ine and many America n and foreign 
muse ums inc luding the Metropolitan 
of New York, and th e Smithsonian of 
Washin gton have called on us for per­
mission to show, write about and re­
produce items th at can be found only 
a t Gilcrease. 

When Tulsa acquired thi s treasure 

in 1954 Mr. Thomas Gi lcrease per­
mitted the City the use of his mu­
seum building for a period of five 
yea rs at no cost. The plan was that 
before the end of thi s period a build­
ing would be constructed in down­
town Tulsa to house the collection. 
The favorable reaction of the public 
to the beauty of the site in Blackdog 
Township on which the museum build­
ino is loca ted hi gh on a knoll over­
lo~k i n <:t the beau ti ful. uns poiled Os­
age hills to the orth and in the op­
posite direction the impressive skyline 
of downtown Tulsa, inspired Mr. 
Gilcrease to give thi s property to the 
Ci ty of Tu lsa wi thout cost in 1958. 
The present m useu m building consists 
of thirteen galleri es and permits the 
display of less than ten per cent of 
the pai ntin gs, arti fac ts, ethno logica l 
materia ls, books, manusc ripts and 
other items in the collection. 

It is not fai r to the public. that so 
ma ny of its treasures should be kept 

in storage and be displayed only 
once in four or five years. This con­
dition can now be remedied by ex­
panding the size of the bui ldi ng Mr . 
Gi lcrease has given us at a fraction 
of the cost th at would have been re­
quired if it has been necessa ry to 
move the collection downtown. The 
Building Committee of the Gilcrease 
Institute is working on pla ns to ex­
pand our present building to take 
care of our needs for the nex t ten 
years. An expanded building wi ll pro­
vide faci lit ies for better displ ay and 
care of our great collection of Ameri­
cana and fo r thorough research by 
scho lars of the treasures it contains. 
People who may be inclined to give 
a rt objects to th e muse um will be 
encouraged to do so knowing th at 
they wi ll be displayed instead of be­
in g buried in storage. Our reputation 
as a great city will be enhanced by 
the creation of these building improve­
ments. Alfred E . Aaronson 

Courtesy of Industri al Photography Co.-Tulsa 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

E. Fred Johnson , popular civic leader 
of Tulsa and President of the Fourth 
Notional Bonk , was elected President 
of the Gilcrease Institute Boord of Di ­
rectors at the annual meeting in Janu­
ary . Mr. Johnson was born at Cleburn, 
Texas, b·Jt was raised in Oklahoma. 
He came to Tulsa in 1912 and hos 
been active continuously in civic af­
fairs since that time. He hos served 
twice as President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, was a founder of the Tulsa 
Community Fund and is currently on 
the Boord of Trustees of Tulsa Uni­
versity. Mr. Johnson hos on abiding ap­
preciation of the America n heritage and 
a special interest in the history of 
Tulsa , much of which he himself hos 
seen enacted. Under the leadership 
of Fred Johr son the development pro­
gram for the Gilcrease Institute will 
move forward sign ificantly. 

Jomes T. Forrest resigned as Execu­
ti ve Director in January to become di­
rector of the fine arts division of the 
Museum of New Mexico, Santo Fe . Mr. 
Forrest hod the honor of serving as 
t :1e first Executive Director of the Gil ­
crease Museum and Libra ry under its 
administration by the City of Tul sa. 
He established the staff, set up the 
monthly Special Exhibi ts, inaugurated 
the pub I icotion of The Ameri can Scene 
of which he was editor, directed the 
firs : Notional Representat ional Art 
Show held at Gilcrease in Moy, 1958, 
established a school education pro­
gram and mode the material s of the 
collection available for public use. 
To Mr. Forrest largely goes the credit 
of having transformed this e~cetlent 
private collection into a public edu­
cational institution. Such a task is al­
ways a d ifficult one and Jomes For­
rest is to be cong ratulated on the sue-

E. Fred John:;on bei ng congratu lated by Alfred Aaronson. Thom:ts Gilcrea£e. and \.Vm . S. Bailey Jr. 

cessful manner in which he a:c::im­
plished his primary undertaking ct 
Gilcrease. The staff and his many 
friends in Tulsa extend best wishes to 
him in his new position. 

Glen R. Ames , genial and capable 
retired executive of the Phillips Oi l 
Company, was appointed Acting Ex­
ecutive Director in February to suc­
ceed James Forrest and his appointment 
hos proven a popular one. Mr. Ames 
has insight into the problems and 
endeavors of the museum and has 
qualities of leadership which hos mode 
him an outstanding civic leader in 
Tulsa for many years. 

" Osage Orator," a protroit of Chief 
Charles Whitehorn, was ded icated to 
the Full-Blood members of the Osage 
Tribe in ceremonies at the museum on 
the evening of April 13th. The point­
ing by Charles Banks Wilson was com­
missioned for that purpose by Jomes 
A. Kennedy, a member of the Osage 
Council. Mr. D. E. " Bill" Mortin gave 
the dedicatory remarks which inc luded 
a short history of the Osage and other 
appropriate background material and 
Miss Marlene Goode then unveiled the 
portrait. Chief Poul Pitts accepted in 
behalf of the Full-B lood members of 
the Osages. Chief Charles Whitehorn 
himself explained the ceremonial dress 
in which he appears in the pointing. 
He is one of a very few persons now 
living able to speak the native Osage 
tongue with fluency. Other talks were 
made by Charles Banks Wilson and 
James A . Kennedy who owns the point­
ing. 

Attendance at the museum during 
the month of March was very good . 
Total Sunday attendance for the month 
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averaged well over 500 and on Morch 
19th the all time high for on after­
noon was attained when 750 people 
vis ited the museum. 

Blossom time hos been very beauti­
ful on the museum grounds this year. 
A colorfol array of blooms burst forth 
beginning in early Morch. First to 
come were the Chinese magnolia fol­
lowed by forsy thi a, the joponica, Ch i­
nese and native redbud trees, peach 
and apple blossoms, and lilac of white, 
blue and violet hues and dogwood. 
Worm sunny days added to the attrac­
tiveness of the Osage Hills setting. 

Mrs. Minnie Kennedy Mannion is 
se rving as Chairman of the 1961 Hos­
pitality Committee and Mrs. John Cas­
sidy is in charge of publicity. Members 
include: Mrs. Alfred E. Aaronson , Mrs. 
Robert W. A llen, Mrs. Lone R. Baird, 
Mrs. M orion Blo ke, Mrs. Roger Devlin, 
Mrs. Elmer Ferneou , Miss Julio Francis, 
Mrs. Jack Hayes, Mrs. Ben Henneke, 
M rs. D. K. Holway, Mrs. E. Fred John­
son, Mrs. Joseph 0. Kremer, Mrs. Ed ­
ward C. Lawson, Mrs. Ed Ligon, Mrs. 
Murray M cCune, Mi ss Barbara Miers, 
Miss Eileen Simpson, Mrs. H. B. Smith , 
Mrs. Robert L. Stone, Mrs. Bill Tandy, 
Mrs. Russel Torr and Mrs. G. H. Westby. 

Charles Lomb, original member of 
t he Gilcrease Oil Company and an 
associate and persona l friend of Thom­
as Gilcrease, died in Tulsa Morch 27th 
at the age of 86 . Mr. Lamb, one of the 
founders of Clinton in western Okla ­
homa, hod contributed valuable materi ­
als to the Library . He watched the 
growth and development of the Gil­
crease Collection from its beginning 
and his loss is greatly felt by friends 
of the lnstiution . 
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